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in each county, and a Central Wages Board. The latter, however,
cannot fix wages, but only review the decisions reached by the
local Committees, which can lay down a legally enforceable
minimum wage. The Ministry is represented on the Board and
the Committees, and there are frequent4 discussions with the
Minister whenever changes are made in the minimum rates.
Although wages have risen since the Act was passed, they are
still very low, because of the weakness of Trade Union organisa-
tion, and the depressed condition of agriculture.
Prices and Production. In 1931', when Dr. Addison was Minister
of Agriculture, an Agricultural Marketing Act was passed which
gave a majority of the producers of an agricultural product power
to make plans for its marketing which should be binding on all
producers. At the Ottawa Imperial Conference in 1932 decisions
were taken to check foreign imports of food into Great Britain,
The two ideas, of checking imports and of organising home
production, were brought together by Mr. Walter Elliott in the
Act of 1933. Under this Act a number of Boards have been set
up, of which the Milk Marketing Board is a well-known example.
Their object is to fix the price at which formers may sell to those
who distribute the product; when, as has frequently happened,
there is disagreement, the Minister may act as an arbitrator.
The restriction of imports has certainly helped to raise the price
the farmer gets, but as the Acts do not give the Minister any
control over distribution, the consumer has suffered. At the same
time schemes for Meat, Wheat and Sugar have caused about
£40,000,000 to be paid in subsidies.
Agriculture thus provides a remarkable example of Govern-
ment control of economic life. It would not be possible to
extend this kind of Government control to all industries, because
it is, in effect, a passing round of the hat for the benefit of one
section. The special reasons for favouring agriculture have been
mentioned; but the simple plan of helping it at the public expense
cannot be the foundation of a permanent policy. The tasks of the
Ministry of Agriculture in the future will be to try to increase

